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Australian Federation of Islamic Councils

AFIC welcomes Mark Latham’s proposed
Anti-Discrimination Amendment Bill 2020

Friday 21 August 2020, The Australian Federation of Islamic Councils (AFIC), the peak 

national umbrella covering the needs of Australia’s vibrant and diverse Muslim com-

munity made submissions to the Joint Select Committee on the Anti-Discrimination 

Amendment (Religious Freedoms and Equality) Bill 2020.

Representing member societies from all the states and territories of Australia, AFIC 

stated:

“It is unethical and reprehensible that prior to the introduction of the current Anti-Dis-

crimination Amendment (Religious Freedoms and Equality) Bill, discrimination based 

on religion alone was not unlawful under federal or NSW anti-discrimination law..

“Discrimination related to religion, religious conviction, religious belief or religious 

activity can be unlawful under the laws of the ACT, Northern Territory, Queensland, 

Tasmania, Victoria and Western Australia. However, to date these laws did not apply to 

New South Wales.”

“AFIC acknowledges that this bill seeks to address a deeply embedded unjust dispari-

ty and discrepancy between the treatment of individuals belonging to a “race” and 

those belonging to a “religion”. AFIC lauds the NSW Parliament for initiating the move 

forward towards a brighter future for all Australians by eliminating discrimination in all 

its forms. It is evident that commendable efforts have been made to cover significant 

grievances in sections 22L and other parts of the proposed bill.

“It is imperative to note that laws of this nature will always be a work in progress and 

will be tested in the courts and that they may need future amendments to ensure that 

the intended protections are appropriately enforced.”

“Having said this, we also note more needs to be done and AFIC will be looking at not 

only making, but also sponsoring submissions to help bring greater fairness for all 

Australians.” Said Dr. Rateb Jneid, president of AFIC.
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